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The ſwift declining Day, 
How faſt its Moments fly ! 

While Ev'ning's broad and gloomy Shade 
Gains on the weſtern Sky. 


Ye Mortals, mark its Pace, 
And uſe the Hours of Light ; 
And know, its Maker can command 


An inſtantaneous Night. 
Dodd. Hymn: I 30, ver. 1, 2. 
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SERMON, Sc. 


Dzvr. XXXII. 29. 


O that they were wiſe, that- they under food 
this, that they would con ider their latter end 


HE words of our text are a part of what 
is called the ſong of Moſes, in which-both - 
the mercies and the judgments of the Lord to- 
wards his profeſſing people Iſrael are repreſented 
and deſcribed. In the preceeding verſe Moſes 
had repreſented the nation of the children of 
Iſrael in general, notwithſtanding all the great 
and wonderful things the Lord had done for them, 
and the glorious ſalvation he had wrought out 
for them, in delivering them out of their hard 
bondage in Egypt, as a nation void of counſel, 
and as being deſtitute of true underſtanding; as - 
being * ne Jan deſtitute of wiſdom to counſel and 
direct themſelves, and as being ſo void of under- 
ſtanding, that they felt no diſpoſition in their 
minds to apply *— counſel; he there- 


fore 
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fore repreſents them as a company of madmen 
or fools, who raſnhly and furiouſſy go on in fuch 
courſes, which have a tendency to lead them to 
nothing but ruin. But in the words of our text, 
the prophet Moſes expreſſes his ardent deſire and 
vehement wiſh, that theſe Iſraelites might be 
made truly wife, that they might be favoured 
with a ſpiritual knowledge and underſtanding of 
divine things ; might know and underſtand thoſe 
things which related to their trueſt intereſt and 
happineſs, and that they might be brought to an 
attentive and ſerious conſideration. of their latter 
end. 

It appears from theſe words of Moſes, that it 
is a point of the higheſt wiſdom for men to be 
brought ſeriouſly to confider their latter end, =; 

think what will become of them when they 

out of ume into eternity, and to ſee to it | in 

_ theyare fitted and prepared by grace for a happy 
and blefled exchange of worlds, whenever. it 
pleaſes the Lord to call them hence; that ſo it 
may go well-with them at laſt, and that they 
may go off the preſent ſtage of action with com- 
fort and j Joy. It alſo appears from theſe words. 
that not to be concerned that we are prepared 
for death and eternity, is an evidence of the 
oreateſt folly and ſtupidity : it is an cvidence that 
men are void of wiſdom and counſel, that they 
are deſtitute of all true underſtanding. If it is 
the wiſdom of men ſeriouſly to conſider their 
latter end; then it muſt be their folly not to 


conſider i it, and to act as if they were to live in 4 
| this 
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this world alway. What greater folly can a 
man be guilty of, than to live in the neglect of 
that which is the moſt conducive to his future 
eternal happineſs? Surely, the greater the con- 
cern is, the greater muſt be our folly and mad- 
neſs, if we allow ourſclves in the neglect of it: 
nevertheleſs this is the folly and madneſs which 
the bulk of mankind are guilty: of; they have no 
true concern about their latter end, about à dy- 
ing hour, or what will become of them when 
they enter into a future ſtate of eternal exiſtence; 
at leaſt they have no ſuch concern about it as to 
be engaged and influenced to make, under the 
influences of divine grace, a ſuitable and timely 
preparation for death and eternity. There are 
indeed ſome of them whom God ſuffers to live 
for many years, and perhaps gives them ſuch 
proſperous years as furniſh them with occaſion 
to rejoice in them all; but alas! they forget 
the days of darkneſs, which are many ; they re- 
gard not the ſtate of their precious and immortal 
ſouls, nor how things ſtand between God and 
them, nor how it is like to be with them when 
they launch out of time into eternity. And 1 
could earneſtly wiſh that this were not the caſe 
of ſome. in this aflembly, notwithſtanding we 


profeſs to believe the certainty of another life, 


of a future eternal ſtate of exiſtence. We live 
and enjoy good; but do not many of us put far 
from us the evil day, as the prophet's expreſſion 
is, Amos vi. 3? God ſpares us, whilſt many 
_ "others are cut off; but are we truly concerned 

v7 B 2 that 
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that we are fitted and prepared by divine grace 
for a dying hour and for an eternal world? I am 
afraid not. Are there not ſome of us who have 
no concern that matters are ſet right between 
God and our fouls, and though we have ſet many 
things right with reſpe& to the things of time, 
yet have ſet nothing right with reſpect to eter- 
| nity, with reſpect to that ſtate on which we ſhall 
enter, when we go hence, and are no more 
ſeen? Are there not ſome of us who have ſcarce 
entertained a ſerious thought in our minds with 
reſpect to death, judgment and eternity? I am 

afraid there are. | 8 | 
I am perſuaded it was the.defign of our young 
Friend in making choice of theſe words as the 
ſubject of her funeral. diſcourſe, to rectify this 
diſorder of our minds, to cure us of the folly, we 
are ſo prone to be. guilty of, and to excite and 
ſtir us up to a ſerious thoughtfulneſs about our 
latter end, and to engage us to reſt in nothing 
ſhort of the comfortable hope and clear ſcriptural 
evidence, that we are fitted and prepared by 
divine grace for another and better world, when- 
ever it ſhall pleaſe God to call us hence. The 
Lord had fitted and prepared her, we have juſt 
reaſon to believe, for another and better world 
and ſtate; death and eternity were no ways ter- 
Tible to her; ſhe had juſt reaſon to believe that 
God had her perſon, pardoned all her 
fins, and wrought a divine and ſupernatural 
change in her heart, and that ſhe was ſanRified 
throughout, in ſpirit, ſoul and body, and —_ 
51 made 


5 
made meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, She was ſenſible that all this flowed from 
the ſovereign mercy and diſtinguiſhing grace of 
God to her foul, in and through the infinitely 
meritorious undertaking of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and therefore ſhe expreſſed her moſt admiring 
thoughts of the ſovereignty and riches of divine 
grace towards her, and was concerned to give 
him the whole praiſe and glory ot the change 
that was wrought in her. She often ſaid in the 
time of her confinement, * I am a guilty periſh= 
ing finner in myſelf; I have nothing at all to 
© recommend me to the favour of God; I truſt 
only in the meritorious undertakings of the Lord 
« Jeſus Chrift for acceptance in the fight of God, 
and for the beftowment of all that grace which 
I ſtand in need of in the preſent life, and for 
© eternal life and happineſs in a future ſtate”. 
And as we have reaſon to believe that our young 
| deceaſed Friend was blefled with a ſure title to 
the * heavenly” world, through the merits of 
' Chriſt, and was made meot and fit for it by a 
ſpecial work of grace upon ber heart; ſo it was 
Her deſire that her farviving RIA TIVES and 
FRIENDS, Nele BO URS and "AGQUAINTANCE 
might be brought to a ſerious thoughtfulneſs about 
their latter end too] aad might be concerned that 
they are alſo fitted and prepared for Death and 
Eternity. | al 
IR The method l propoſe in further handling the 
Words T have read to you, as the Lord ſhall be 
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pleaſed to give me aſſiſtance, and as the limits 


of the preſent exerciſe will permit, is as follows: 
I. To ſhew what we are to underſtand by the 


latter end ſpoken of in our text, which is the 


— of men to conficler. 

II. To ſhew: what we are to underſtand by 
.conſ idering our latter end. 

III. To ſhew that true wikis conſiſts in 2 
erious and due conſideration of our latter end.“ 

IV. To ſhew that it is the higheſt degree of 
Lolly for men not to conſider cher latter end. 

V. To ſuggeſt a few motives, in order to ex- 


cite and ſtir us up to a ſerious conſideration of 


our latter end-. And. Fita 
Vl. Conclude with ſome improvement. * 
' It. I am to ſhew what we are to underſtand 
by the latter end ſpoken of in our text, Which it 
is the duty of men to conſider. And. pn 
Iſt. By the latter end here ſpoken of we may 
. underſtand the time of death. And this may be 
called our latter end, as it-the latter end of our 
preſent ſtate of exiſtence, and-what puts'a final 
period thereto.” The time of death may be called 
our latter end, as it is the end of our — ſtate 
of exiſtence, puts a period to all our preſent, con- 
nections and enjoyments, cuts us off from our 
deareſt Rx AT IVES and FRIENDS, and diſſolves 
the union which had ſubſiſted between the foul 
and body. 
A2dly. By the latter end here en of; v we 
may'in a more eſpecial manner. underſtand our 
future ſtate of exiſtence. We are not to imagine 
| that 


e 


1 — 


fo — & Fo uk + 4% A — — K« £&A . r ˙ W FINS 


„„ 


** 


— — 


eee _ pov ew FY To % 


ei 


E 


that the Iſraclites' are called upon ſimply to con- 
ſider death, without any reſpect to a future ſtate; 

for if it was not for a future ſtate of exiſtence, on 

which the ſoul immediately enters as e as 

death has done its office upon the man, it would 

hardly be worth while to ſpend much time in the 
conſideration of it, ſince death, upon this princi- 
ple, would not only put an end to the preſent 
ſtate of our exiſtence, but would alſo, were it not 
for a future ſtate, put an entire end to our exiſt- 
ence. Whereas the Iſraelites are put in mind, 

(vid. Peters on Job, p 276) that there chiet 
wiſdom conſiſted in e their latter end. 
or looking forwards to that ſtate of exiſtence, 
which ſhould take place as ſoon as their pre- 
ſent ſtate of exiſtence ceaſed, and in being con- 
cerned that they were fitted and prepared by 
grace, and by a courſe of real piety and religion, 
for a better fate of cxiſtence than ever they 
enjoyed in the preſent world. Moſes ſays, O 
* that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
that they would confider their latter end!“ 
But how are we principally ro underſtand this 
carneſt and vehement wiſh, that they would 
confider their Acherith, or, their latter end? 


Are we to underſtand by it merely that he wiſhed 


they might conſider their own death? This, 
ſurely, would be ſcarce worth their conſidering, 
had they no expectation of a future ſtate: nor 
could it ſerve to whet their courage, but the con- 
trary. Were they then to confider the many 


glorious things that were promiſed to them as a 
nation, 
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nation, and inhabitants of the land of Canaan, 
upon ſuppoſition that they kept their allegiance 
to God, and were concerned to keep and obferve 
his law? Or the ſtill more glorious things that 
were laid up for the true Iſraelites, in ſome grand 
future period, and in another ſtate ? They muſt 
be heroes indeed, (I might have, ſaid, perhaps, 
romantic heroes) if they could be greatly 1n- 
fluenced by what was to befall their nation a 
thouſand years or more after they were dead, 
and at the ſame time believe that they themſelves 
ſhould become nothing, ſhould be void cf all ſen- 
ſation and perception. lt is true, indeed, it has 
always been held as a mark of a generous mind, 
to be greatly concerned for poſterity. But then, 
what is remarkable, this regard for poſterity, of 
which the nobleſt natures have the ſtrongeſt feel- 
ings, has, by men of the beſt ſenſe, been urged 
as no inconſiderable argument of a future ſtate 
of exiſtence. If Moſes, therefore, cheriſhed the 
one principle in the Iſraelites, we have all the 
reaſon in the world to believe that he cheriſhed 
in them the other alſo; And as the doctrine of 
4 future ſtate of bleſſed exiſtence is naturally apt 
to inſpire courage into the hearts of thoſe who 
really believe it, and who are enabled by di- 
vine grace to act in the views and proſpects of 
it, it may better help us to underſtand the con- 
nection between the words of our text and the 
following verſe of this ſong. O that they 
< were wile, that they underſtood this, that they 
© would confider their latter end', or, confider 

22 | the 
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che certainty of a future Nate of eternal exiſt- 


"ence! How ſhould one, that is, in the views 


< of it, chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thou- .. 
« ſand to flight? Thus, by the latter end ſpo- 
ken of in our text, we may reaſonably under- 
ſtand our future ſtate of exiſtence. And this is 
what the children of men are ſeriouſly called 
upon to conſider, that ſo they may act as in 
the views of a future eternal ſtate, where men 
ſhall be either happy or miſerable for ever. But 
this leads me, | 1 72 | | 
II. To ſhew what we. are to underſtand by 
conſidering our latter end. Moſes ſays, O that 
they, that is, the Iſraelites, were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would conſider; 
© their latter end? And I would adopt this 
earneſt and vehement wiſh of Moſes, with reſ- 
pect to the Ifraelites, and apply it as expreſſive 
of my earneſt and vehement with with reſpect 
to all thoſe who are aſſembled together at this 
time, and upon this ſolemn can O that 
you were wiſe, that you underſtood this, that 
you would conſider your latter end! That you 
would conſider that death and eternity are before 
you; that it is but a little while, and you muſt: 
exchange worlds, and take a final fare wel of all 
your preſent connections and enjoy ments. But 
what are we to underſtand by confidering our 
latter end ? Why, - Aten 

iſt. By confidering our latter end, we are to 
underſtand our ſerious thinking of, or meditating 


upon our latter end. In this ſenſe the word | 


canfider 
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confider is made uſe of, in 2 Tim. ii. 7. where 
the Apoſtle fays, in a way of charge to Timothy, 
conſider what I fay ; that is, think ſeriouſly of 
what I ſay, and Jet thy attentive meditations be 
fixed upon it. In like manner when it is re- 
eſented as the duty of men to confider their 
atter end, there is included in it, that they 
ſhould ſeriouſly think of death, of the certainty, 
importance and ſolemnity of it, and how it's like 
to go with their fouls, when death has done its 
office upon them; that they ſhould fix their ſeri- 
ous and devout meditations upon this important 
and intereſting ſubject. 
*2dly. By conſidering our latter end, we are to 
underſtand our taking an impart;zgl view and ſe- 
rious ſurvey of it, fo as to take ſpecial notice of 
it, and to obſerve it. We ſhould take a view 
and ſurvey of death as it is in itſelf the king of. 
terrors, and as it is an inlet to an awful and mi- 
ſerable eternity, as it is the fruit and effect of. fin, 
and a part of the curſe of a broken and violated 
law. We ſhould take an attentive view of death 
alſo, as the ſting of it is removed from believers 
by the death of Chriſt, and as it comes to them 
as a new covenant bleſſing. We ſhould take a 
view of the future eternal ſtate, as it will be to 
the wicked a future eternal ſtate of miſery, and 
as it will be to the truly righteous a future eter- 
nal ſtate of bleſſedneſs, Thus, the word con i- 
der is made uſe of to. fignify the taking of a view 
or ſurvey of a thing, obſerving the nature and 


true fate of a thing, in Lev. xiii. 13, where its 
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ſaid :. Then the prieſt ſhall conſiders and behold, 
* if the leproſy have covered all his fleſh, he ſhall 
© pronqunce him clean that hath. the plague: it 1 
is all turned white: he is clean.” | 
3dly. By conſidering our latter end, we are to 
underſtand an holy reſolution and determination 
of ſoul, in a dependance on the ſtrength of divine 
grace, that we will make it our folicitous care 
and concern to be fitted and prepared for death, 
and for. a future happy ſtate of exiſtence. Thus 
the word confider is made uſe of to fignify, to 
rcſolve or determine, Judges xviil. 14. 8 
its ſaid, Then anſwered the five men, that, 
« who went to ſpy. out the country of Lach. 
and ſaid unto their hrethren, do ye know that 
there is in this houſe an ephod, and teraphim, 
a and a graven image, and a molten image? 
now therefore conſider what ye have to do. 
That is, reſolve and determine what ye will do. 
In like manner when Moſes wiſhes that there 
was ſuch, wiſdom in the Iſraelites, as that they | 
would conſider their latter end, he may be un- 
derſtood as wiſhing in an earneſt and vehement 
manner, that they were concerned and enabled, 
in a dependance on the influences of divine 
grace, to. reſolve and determine that they wall 
labour to grow in a fitneſs and _— —— of 
ſoul. for a dying hour, and for an eternal ſtate of 
| happineſs. And I heartily wiſh. that every one 
in this aſſembly may be brought to ſuch a holy 
_ reſolution and determination; that you may re- 
ſolye, in the ee of dirine grace, that you 
will 
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will give no reſt or peace to wouialves; till you 
have juſt reaſon to hope and conclude that you 
are ht into a ſtate of peace and reconcilia- 
tion with the -Juſtly offended Majefty of heaven 
and earth; that you are reconciled unto him 
through the blood of a Redeemer's croſs; that all 

your fins are waſhed away in the fountain of 
his blood; that a divine and ſupernatural change 
has paſſed upon your ſouls, that old things are 
our away, and all things are become new ; 
that you exerciſe a genuine 1 nce for all 


Four fins, and a lively faith in the Lord J eſus 
Chriſt, as the only facrifice and propitiation for | 
fins; that you give up yourſelves to God as per- 
'fors who are alive from the dead, that you walk 
-as become the redeemed of the Lord; that you 
take off your eyes from beholding vanity, and 
that you ſet your minds and affections on thoſe 
-things that are above, that you are growing in a 
conformity to the divine image and likeneſs, and 
chereby are growing in a fitneſs and preparedneſs 
of ſoul for a n death and a bleffed 
eternity. 2 

Athly. By confidering our latter end, we ate 
to underſtand a ſerious and affecting remembrance 
of it, or calling of it to mind. We ſhould ſo 
conſider our latter end, as ſeriouſly to remember 
that we are dying creatures, and that we are 
haſt ning apace to a future eternal Rate, either 
of happineſs or miſery and we ſhould do this, 
that our hearts may be deeply affected and 


powerfully imp with a ſenſe of our latter 
IN -. * end; 


TT FE 
end; with a' ſenſe of the vaſt importance of 
death and eternity. In this ſenſe the word con- 
/ider ſeems evidently to be made uſe of, 1 Sam. 
Xit. 24. where it's ſaid, Only fear the Lord, 
and ſerve him with all your heart; for conſi- 
der, that is, remember, how great things he 
* hath done for you.” Here the word confider is 
evidently made uſe of to fignify, remember ; and 
the defign of the word is to ſhew, that it was the 
duty of God's profeſſing people to call the great 
things which God had done for them to remem- 
brance, that their hearts might be affected and 
impreſſed with a ſuitable and becoming ſenſe of 
them. In like manner we ſhould ſo conſider our 
latter end, as to call to remembrance that we 
muſt ſhortly die and leave this world, and launch 
into a world of ſeparate ſpirits, where we ſhall 
be either unſpeakably happy or inexpreſſibly 
miſerable- Thus I have ſhewn what we are to 
. underſtand by confidering our latter end. I come 
now, 
III. To ſhew that true wiſdom confiſts in a ſe- 
rious and due conſideration of our latter end. 
This is evidently included in the words. of our 
text, in which Moſes expreſſes his ardent defire 
and vehement wiſh, that the Iſraelites might be 
ſo wiſe, as to underſtand this, even to confider 
their latter end. And as we are mortal and ac- 
countable creatures, and muſt cxiſt for ever, ei- 
ther in a ſtate of endleſs happineſs or eternal mi- 
ery, it muſt neceſſarily be a point of the higheſt 
wiſdom for us ſeriouſly to confider our latter end, 
oy D whether 
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whether we take that phraſe as expreſſive of the 
latter end of the preſent life, or whether we take 
it as having an ultimate reference to a future end- 
leſs ſtate of exiſtence. It muſt be our higheſt 
wiſdom ſo to conſider our latter end, as to be 
prepared to die in the Lord, and to be ready to 
launch forth into an eternal ſtate, that fo things 
may go well, eternaily well with us, in another 
and better world. That this is our higheſt wiſ⸗- 
dom, wall evidently appear, if we Ba that 
this is the way to go tt the preſent ſtage of life 
with comfort, and the way to ſecure, through 
the ſovereign mercy and ſpecial grace of God, 
in and through the infinitely: meritorious under- 
takings of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal in- 
tereſts of our precious and immortal ſouls. 

But as none can have this wiſdom unleſs it be 
given them from above, fince we are naturally 
prone to put the thoughts of death and eternity 
tar from us; it highly behoves us to be carneſt 
and importunate in our ſupplications at a throne 
of gracę, that the Lord may be pleaſed to vouch- 
ſafe unto us that divine and ſpiritual wiſdom, and 
that ſpecial and efficacious grace, whereby we 
may be taught to conſider ſerioufly our latter 
end, may be concerned that we are fitted and. 
prepared for death and eternity, that ſo we may 
have the comfortable hope and the chearful ex- 
peRation, that when our ſouls. launch out of 
time into eternity, they ſhall enter into a ſtaię of 
perfect holineſs. and complete happineſs in the 
heavenly world; ſhall enter into that reſt wie 
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God has prepared for his people above, where 
all fin and ſorrow ſhall be done away; where 
there ſhall be no more pain, ſickneſs, diſcaſe or 
death ; where all tears thall be wiped from our 
weeping eyes by the gentle hand of the com- 
paſſionate God himſelf, and where all our pre- 
ſent mournings ſhall be turned into ſongs of im- 
mortal joy. This was the wiſdom that it pleaſed 
the Lord to make our young deceaſed Friend a 
ery + of; in conſequence of which ſhe could 
nok death in the face with comfort, and look 
into an eternal world with joy. May the Lord 
make us partakers of this wiſdom too] May the 
Lord enable us to confider our latter end, and 
give us the comfortable hope that death will not 
nd vs in a graceleſs and chriſtlefs ſtate and con- 

dition ! Thus I have ſhewn that true wiſdom 
conſiſts in a ſerious and due confideration of our 
latter end. I come now, "RD" uy 

IV. To ſhew that it is the higheſt degree of 
folly for men not to conſider their latter end. 
For when Moſes ſays, © O that they were wile, 
that they. underſtood this, that they would con- 
* fider their latter end; there is neceſſarily in- 
cluded therein, that as true wiſdom confifts in 
men's duly conſidering their latter end; fo their 
folly conſiſts in not conſidering it. And indeed 
there cannot be a greater point of folly than for 
men not to confider their latter end. It evidently 
argues men to be totally deſtitute of true wiſdom 
and counſel, of true knowledge and ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding. For if it is the wiſdom of men to 
od 1 55 conſider 
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conſider their latter end, the natural conſequence 
of this is, that it muſt be their folly not to do it; 
4t muſt argue that they are guilty of the moſt 
ſhameful and notorious folly and ſtupidity. This 
is ſtrongly atteſted by the inſpired writer, Moles, |. 
in the words of our text; for when he ſays, O 
that they were wiſe, &c.”; it neceſſarily implies, 
that all thoſe perſons act in the moſt ſtupid and 
fooliſh manner imaginable, who are not con- 
cerned to confider their latter end. And, indeed, 
what can be a greater piece of folly, than for a 
man to live in the neglect of that which is of fo 
much weight and importance for him to mind, 
as that of his latter end myſt be acknowledged 
to be, but which, alas! the generality of man- 
kind habitually live in the allowed neglect of ? 
What can be of ſo great concern, as what will 
become of us in a future eternal ſtate? And, 
ſurely, the greater the concern is, the greater 
muſt a man's folly be in living in the negle& of 
it. And yet this is the folly, the inexpreſſibly 
great folly, which the generality of the human 
race are perpetually living in the practice of; 
they mind not their latter end; they are not con- 
cerned about a dying hour, and an eternal future 
ſtate of exiſtence; at leaſt they do not ſo mind 
or regard the hour of death, and a future ſtate, 
as to make it their great care and concern that 
they art fitted and prepared both for the one 
and the other. Does God ſpare their lives day 
after day, and year after year, and favour them 
with many ſeaſons and opportunities of grace, 
| r | ; with 
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with many calls and invitations to confider their 
latter end, and make it their ſolicitous concern, 
that they are fitted and prepared for death and 
eternity? He does; yet they pay no regard to 
the ſtate of their ſouls, nor how matters ſtand 
betwcen God and their fouls, in reference to ano- 
ther world. And have we not great reaſon to 
fear that this is the folly of great multitudes of 
thoſe who make a viſible proteflion of religion, 
and who profeſs to believe the certainty of a fu- 
ture eternal ſtate of exiſtence ? yea, are there 
not ſome even in this little aſſembly, who go ſtu- 
pidly and thoughtleſsly on in a courſe of fin, 
without any ſerious, abiding and prevailing 
thoughtfulneſs about their latter end? Though 
mankind in the general profeſs, that they are 
haſt' ning apace ta the grave, the houſe appointed 


for all living, and that ther ſouls muſt eternally 


exiſt in a future ſtate either of happineſs or mi- 
ſery; yet how unconcerned are they to be fitted 


for a dying hour, and an eternal ſtate? How 
ready are we to put the evil day far from us, to 


imagine that it will be a long while before we 
ſhall be called out of time into eternity ? And are 


there not ſome even in this little aſſembly that 


moſt be conſcious to themſelves; if they will but 
ſuffer their conſciences to ſpeak, that they have 
never been truly concerned to have matters ſet 
right between God and their ſouls; yea, that 
they have been fo far from this, that they have 


hardly entertained one ſerious thought about 


death, judgment and eternity, nor made the leaſt 
Bi ö ; pro- 


, 
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iſion for a ſtate of future and eternal ha 


neſs; but, on the contrary, are going madly and 
idly on in a courſe of fin, making the wicked 


and ungodly: of the world their choſen compa- 


nions, ſuch as have nothing of the fear of God 


before their eyes, and who are therefore likely 


to harden them in fin, and make them fit for the 
flames of eternal fire ? If there are any ſuch now 
hearing me, as I am greatly afraid there are, 
it is my fervent wiſh and my earneſt prayer to 


Dod for them, that they may be made truly and 


fpirtually wife, that they may underſtand this, 
and may be taught to confider their latter end, 
and what will become of them when they lagnch 
out of time into eternity. But I proceed now, 


V. To ſuggeſt a few motives, in order to ex, 


cite and ſtir us up to a ſerious confideration ot 
dur latter end. And we ſhould ſerioufly conſi- 
der that our latter end will aſſuredly come whe- 
ther we 'confider of it or not. We muſt all die, 


and enter upon à future eternal Nate of exiſt- 
ence,” whether we ſeriouſly conſider of it or not. 


We ſhould: ſeriouſly. confider, that it is but a 
Mort time, and God only knows how- ſhort, 
when death will come, do its offtce upon us, 
and ſend us into a future eternal ſtate, whether 


we will or no, whether prepared or unprepared, 
whether ſaints or finners, whether in or out of 


Chriſt. ' We ſhould ſeriouſly confider, that it 
will go well only with thoſe in a future ſtate of 


exiſtence, who have 'ſeriovſly confidered their 
latter end here, and who have been con 


and 


cerned | 


EW} 
and enabled, by divine grace, to lay up for 
themſelves a good foundation againſt the time. 
to come. We ſhould alſo ſeriouſly confider, 
that it will go eternally ill with thoſe fooliſh and 
ſtupid ſinners in a future Nate of exiſtence, who! 
have not confidered their latter end here. Say 
ye to the wicked, it ſhall go ill with them: 
for the reward of their hands ſhall be given 
them. And upon the wicked God . ſhall 
© rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an hor- 
© rible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion of their 
cup. We ſhould alſo confider, that God is 
now furniſhing us. with the means and ſeaſons: 
of grace, and that he is now publiſhing and 
proclaiming, © behold, now is the accepted time, 
and behold, now is the day of ſalvation” . He 
is, therefore, furniſhing us with ſuitable means 
to bring us to a ſerious conſideration of our latter 
end, which are admirably calculated to excite! 
and ſtir us up to a oy for it, if we have: 
but hearts to make a ſuitable uſe and improves: 
ment of them.—And, finally, we ſhould ſeriouſſy 
conſider, that theſe helps and advantages for a! 
future happy ſtate of exiſtence will for ever ceaſe 
when death comes, and finds us unprepared for 
eternal glory. Death will cut us off from all the 
means of grace; and, therefore, if we are not 
concerned and enabled to make a ſuitable uſe? - 
and improvement of them whilſt here, our ſtate! 
and condition will be eternally wretched, as ſoon 
as: we paſs out of time into eternity. But I come: 


aw; | 
| VI. To 
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VI. To conclude with ſome improvement. 
And, 
1ſt. From what has-been ſaid we may infer 
that thoſe perſons only are truly wiſe, wiſe in 
the account and eſtimation of the infinitely wite 
God, who are enabled by divine grace fo to con- 
ſider their latter end, as to be prepared for it. 
They only are truly wiſe, who have cloſed in 
with Chriſt, accepted of the mercy of God in 
him, and who are ſanctified and made meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 

2dly. From what has been ſaid we may infer 
that all thoſe perſons are fools, in the account of 
the inſpired writer, and in the account of God 
himſelf, who do not ſo conſider their latter 
end, as to make it their priacipal care and con- 
cern to be prepared for death, and for an eternal 
ſtate of happineſs and glory. Theſe perſons 
may be ready to look upon thoſe as fools who 
are ſupremely concerned about their ſouls and 
an eternal ſtate, and who make religion their 
delightful work and employment; but they will 
find at laſt that they themſelves were the fools, 
whilſt thoſe whom they looked upon and re- 
garded as fools will be found truly wiſe. 

zdly. From what has been ſaid we may infer, 
that thoſe perſons who have been enabled by 
divine grace to conſider ſeriouſly of their own 
latter end, do earneſtly and vehemently wiſh 
and defire that others may be brought to the 
lame ſerious and religious conſideration of it. 
Thus Moſes, in our text, who was truly con- 
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young, for the cultivation and improvement of. 


1 J 


cerned about his own latter end, was compaſſi- 
onately concerned for the welfare of the children 
of Iſrael, and earneſtly wiſhed and deſired, that 
they might be made ſo truly wiſe, as ſeriouſly to 
conſider of their latter end. . 

4thly. From what has been ſaid we may infer, 
that it is a great SVonſolation to mourning 
Frxitxnps and RttAT1vEs, when they have Juſt | 
reaſon to hope and conclude, that their deceaſed 
Frxrenps and RETATIVES were ſuch as had 
confidered their latter end, and were fitted and 
prepared by grace both for a comfortable death 
and for a bleſſed eternity. This, we have juſt 
teaſon to believe, was really the caſe of our 
young deceaſed Friend, (Miſs Bt om rIEL D) who 
expreſſed, even in the immediate views of her 
departure, a comfortable yiew of eternal glory, 
and ſaid; Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” 
And, ſurely, this ought to be conſidered as mat- 
ter at ſtrong conſolation to her mourning REL A- 
IVS and FRIENDS. : | 
| : thly. Let us be concerned to improve every 
inſtance of death and mortality among our 
Fxizxps and REr ATivEs to the begetting and 
increaſing of that wiſdom which conſiſts in the 
ſerious confideration of our latter end. Every 
freſh inſtance of death is a ſolemn call to us to 
cultivate and improve this wiſdom. And the 
preſent inſtance of death and mortality, which 
gave occaſion to this diſcourſe, ſhould be im- 


proved, not only by the aged, but alſo by the 
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that wiſdom, wliich canſiſts in a ſerious - and 
due conſideration of our latter end, and in 2 
concern that we are fitted and prepared by di- 
vine grace for death, judgment and eternity. 
Let me call upon the young ſurviving RET A- 
TIVES and FRIENDS of the deceaſed, and all the 
young  in_ this; aſſembly, @ look upon and re- 
gard this preſent bereaving ſtroke of God's 
hand, this preſent inſtance of death and mor- 
tality. as a loud call in -providence to excite 
and ſtir you up to a ſerious conſideration of your 
latter end. You ſee, by this preſent inſtance of 
death, that youth is no ſecurity) apainſt the attacks 
of che king of terrors; and why then ſhould | 
any of you: ſtupidly go on in a courſe of ſin 
and folly, and entertain no ſerious "thoughtful- 
neſs about the important change which deatiꝰ 
will ſoon make upon you, and that etemal 
world either of happineſs or miſery which your. 
ſouls muſt ſoon enter upon May the Lord de- 
liver you, my dear young Friends! from 1fnch 
a dreadful infatuation of mind! May the lord 
give you that waſdom, whereby you may un- 
derſiand this, and may conſider your latter 
end! And may the Lord give you a ſure: title 
unto and a real meetneſs and fitneſs for ano- 
ther and better world, that ſo; whenever death 
does its office upon you, whether: ſooner. or 
later, an entrance may be miniſtered unto- 
abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom — — 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! a 
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